4N First Central
Congregational

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

June 21, 2020 Third Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude Hesperus
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Katie Miller

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace
“The Peace of God be with you.”
In Unison: Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
* Let us rise in body or spirit.

Call to Worship Jenny Pfeifer, liturgist
Giver of life, thank you for soil in which new life awakens. Thank you for the smell of freshly tilled
earth and the beauty of a cleanly cut furrow.

Help us to be good stewards of the land.

As we tend to your work, may our efforts be to your glory — providing food for the hungry, beauty
for our souls, and healing for the sick.

Help us to be kind and loving neighbors.

As we strive for justice and peace, ground us in your love and compassion.

Help us to embody the divine image within us.

*Processional Hymn Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped



Translation Copyright 1993 Madeleine Forell Marshall.
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22 Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped

Joachim Neander, 1680

Ps. 68:4, 32; Ps. 105
' Transi. Madeleine Forell Marshall, 1993
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Reformed Church in Diisseldorf, Germany. This was the most Erneuerten Gesangbuch, Stralsund, 1663
Tt ' bdant and harm. William §. Bennett, 1863
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*Invocation
Creator of all things and giver of all life, let your blessings fall upon our seeds and bulbs, our
hands and tools, our soil, our potted plants, our gardens, and our farms. Bless our labor with
rain and sunshine, that new life might spring up, that we might be truly at one with the
integrity of all creation. Convict us as stewards of your magnificent garden to cry out when it is
being abused and misused, to stand firm in our conviction to be your appointed custodians.
This we pray as your humble servants and stewards of this amazing planet. Amen.

*Gloria Black Hymnal, No. 759

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One; as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Conversation with the Children

Psalm Lesson Psalm 103:1-18

Word in Music Holy Manna arr. Bouma
Bell Choir

First Testament Lesson Genesis 4:1-16

For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God within us,
For the Word of God among us,
Thanks be to God.

Sermon A Challenge and a Choice Rev. Dr. Scott Jones

* Hymn Lead Us from Death to Life
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2 John 1.3; Isa. 2:2-4

Lead Us from Death to Life

Refrain, Satish Kuma

Stanzas, Marty Haugen, 198
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Stanzas and Music Capyright © 1985 by G.L.A. Publications, Inc.
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*Prayer of Confession Rev. Dr. Jim Harmon
Oh God, you call us to be full of joyful confidence as we make the world with you. But anxious
doubt often burdens us and blocks our witness to your good news. We may be discouraged,
tired of waiting for a future that seems impossible. Too often, our resolve fails, and we give up.

And we fail to cultivate the spirit of peace in our own lives. Have mercy on us, O God, and
forgive us.

*Words of Assurance
God desires to see broken relationships restored and has heard our prayer. In the name of Jesus
the Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

Prayers
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offe rtory Alles ist an Gott Segen

*Hymn of Dedication LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit,
Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Offertory Prayer
Holy God, bless these gifts we give today. And grow our hearts and our hopes in your love. We
want to be worthy of your work in this world. Amen.

*Recessional Hymn Now Is the Time Approaching



Now Is the Time Approaching

ick, 1859; alt,

Jane Laurie Borthw
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Jer. 33:14-16; Isa. 11:6-9; 61:11
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to  pray, and hope, and la - bor till Christ’s new realm is  come.

Jane Laurie Borthwicic’s text titled “Anticipation of Heaven " was
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*Benediction

Benediction Response Bouma

May you hear laughter in the wind. May you see hope in the light.
May you find courage in your faith. May you know joy in your God.

Postlude Allein Gott in der Hoh

Open & Affirming Statement
In our ongoing quest for hearts that open, minds that understand,
and lives that serve, we welcome into our fellowship, membership, leadership, and employment,
all people, regardless of abilities, race, gender, sexual orientation, or any God-given characteristic.



Announcements
June 21, 2020

Prayers: Audrey Malena, in hospice and declining.
Chancel flowers and decorations: sponsored this month by Norma & Richard Le Clerc.

Happy Birthday this week: to Randy Solberg, Lucy Franks Wanzenried, Sierra
Williams, Carolyn Ladwig, and Audrey Malena.

FirstForum: 3 p.m. on Zoom. Education Issues, led by Garret Higginbotham.

Activities for the Coming Week, June 22 ~ June 27
Lectionary Readings: Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42.

Monday: staff meeting, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Vespers, 8 p.m. on FaceBook Live
Saturday: Covid Forum, 3 p.m., Technology, led by Zach Zaiss.

Sunday, June 28
Worship: 10:30 a.m. on YouTube

FirstForum: 3 p.m. on Zoom. Pathways to Decarbonization, led by Lisa Olson and
Craig Moody from OPPD. They will discuss sustainability efforts during the pandemic
‘and their Pathways to Decarbonization initiative as they head towards their goal of net
zero carbon by 2050

FirstYouth: Zoom, 8 p.m.

Want to donate electronically? Please scan the QR code.




