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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

EASTER SERIES: LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

May 3, 2020 Anniversary Sunday
Prelude Adagio Beethoven
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Katie Miller

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace
“The Peace of God be with you.”

In Unison: Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
* Let us rise in body or spirit.

Call to WOI"Ship Bethany Lowndes, liturgist
Jesus came to offer us abundant life.
We claim that gift.
Praise God for all the signs of new life.
Glory to God for all of our blessings.
We join together in the name of Jesus.
Let us celebrate.

*Processional Hymn Speak, O God Bouma



Speak, O God.

J= 138 . ’ Stsphen Boume
i “Sp ak,O G d, dr - T mg = o or
€ od, vour s anr stens!” e, e S¥m - u - ¢ e
25 as  to e Jgh still - ng with your st - lemt
Plamo 3.8 owus how to smg thh Mimam,  Greet-ing with &  grate-ful
4. Meet us where we ba-ry emp - tf - ness des - pair or -~
3.If im- peﬂ:d Iike Saul wc rra-vel fired by love of tr\jth and

e = = = : =

P L ] ke ) L " . L .
g=——— S==— =
al child- like, ask for draam‘:—&ﬁd/‘vu-mns hopes to  nur - tur
vm%s gods that charm, se - duce or cla-mor - rqe%t less nc~.d am?
dance, ev - ery large or lit - e fre«dom, new heg - - ain,

shame. = . Speak 83 once you s oke to Ma-ry, Ris - en Chnst an
nght, taith - ful bur with tfaith too nar-w\‘w }aalt us ‘and  sus -

B Y N— e —— P P e L S
¢ = / g’
= 4 3 a2
41 H | - 3 ' a
o
By
i
8—
X
A
"
5
§ oy
B
o
,
.
.
l

=,

R e ) . -
tash - lom. Qe - ver faise or sec - ond - hadd.
un - ger. greed thar  soailes and wiis - pers. "More!
a1 - qon. all ur tast e - deemed s - bom.
ac - tiom. wens, - ur - g our var - ied views,
i ver - ain. Tra -y - God is speak - ing srild!”
= : ‘ =]

Lyrics by Brian Wren. Comoussianad for the 150th Anniversary of First Cantral Cangregationat
UCC. Imana, Nebraska. -Jooynght @ 2005 by Hope Publishing Companry, Carol Straam il
30188, il nohis reserved. iJsed by parmission, First Cenval Congragational Church, UGG,
Gmana has permission in perpeiuly (o use this hymn without fee in its warshio and programs.

*Invocation

Empower us today, Holy Spirit, for we are your people. Comfort those suffering pain and loss.
Assure all who are afraid. Restore our souls and lead us in right paths. We have known your
goodness and mercy and are open to receiving those gifts again. May we be attuned to your
love surrounding us. Amen.

*Gloria Black Hymnal, No. 759

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One; as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Conversation with the Children

Fifty Year Member Recognition

Church Covenant (4-12-1981)

We are thankful for life, for Jesus Our Lord, for the courage and vision of our church founders.
In gratitude, we covenant with God and with one another, seeking as a church and as



individuals to be faithful to God’s will. We pray for hearts that open, minds that understand,
and lives that serve.

Word in Music Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J.S. Bach
Bethany Lowndes, trumpet

New Testament Lesson Acts 2:43-47; 4:32-35 Pew Bible, Pages 112, 114
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God within us,
For the Word of God among us,
Thanks be to God.

Sermon Wonders and Signs Rev. Dr. Scott Jones

*
Hymn Come, We Who Love God’s Name

COMBMUNMION OF SAINTS
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379 Come, We Who Love God’s Name
Ps. 48:1-2; Heb. 12:22-24; Rev. 4:2-11 Isaac Warts, 1707; aly.
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1 Come, we who love God’s name, and let  our joys be known;
2 Let those re-fuse to sing who nev - er  knew our God;
3 God's grace on earth is found, the seeds of glo - ry sown;
4 The hill of Zi- on yields a thou-sand sa - cred sweets
5 Then let our songs a - bound, and ev - ery fear be dry;
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To - geth-er God’s great love pro-claim, and thus sur-round the  throne.
But we our thanks and praise will bring for love so deep and  broad.
Ce - les-tial fruits on earth -ly ground from faith and hope have grown.
Be - fore we reach the heaven-ly fields, or walk the gold -en = streets.

We're trav-eling through Bm - man -uel’s ground, to  great-er worlds on high.
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A story concerning this kymn holds that the pastor of a New Tune: ST. THOMAS SM.
England church once asked the choir to lead the singing of the Williarns* New Universal Psalmodist, 1770
second stanza on a Sundav when it threatened to “refuse to sing” Alternaze setting: MARCHING TO ZION

Word alterations Copyright 1993 The Pilgrim Press.



*Prayer of Confession Rev. Dr. Jim Harmon
Redeeming God, with you there is always more life, more hope, more joy.
When doubt assails us, and we fail to recognize you at work in our lives,
When fear impairs our faith,
When anger and sorrow stop us from doing the risky work of love,
Lord, have mercy!

*Words of Assurance
In those times when our faith falters, when we cannot recognize the presence of the Holy among
us, God takes our faith and transforms it, patiently showing us the many ways Christ walks among
us. Look around you: grace abounds at the heart of all life. You are all God’s children, loved without
condition, rest in that peace. Amen.

Offertory

*Hymn of Dedication LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit,
Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Allefuia! Alleluia!l

*Offertory Prayer
Thank you, Holy God, for the abundant life we enjoy. For the relationships that nurture us. For
the blessings that support us. May everything we give here today help to meet human needs.
Extend our outreach beyond our vision. In these ways we offer praise to you. Amen.

Celebration of the Sacrament of Communion

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks and praise to God.

In the beginning, God danced through the universe, bringing light to the darkness, form to the
void, and separating the water into earth and sky. God blessed the world with love and joy.
But, despite all of God’s attempts to save humanity from themselves, peace and harmony
seemed out of reach for God’s people. Never giving up, God became human. Born into humble
beginnings, God, through Jesus, experienced the fullness of earthly life-- the glory of a sunset,
the relief of laughter, the deep sorrow of loss, and the frustration of being misunderstood.



Jesus told stories of compassion, forgiveness, and justice. Jesus loved his enemies, ate with
sinners, and healed minds, bodies, and souls. By his example, we now live, in communion with
one another. Today we join with all people on earth and all the company of heaven to praise

God’s holy name:

From Deulsche Masse by Franz Schubert: adapt. by Richard Proulx
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Words of Institution and Invitation to the Table Gluten-free bread is served.

The Bread and the Cup Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether



Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
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Percy Dearmer, 1925; alt. Matt. 18:20
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Words Copyright 1925, Oxford University Press. Text altered by special permission of the copyright
holder. Music Copyright 1957, renewed 1985 ¢/o CPP/BeIwin, inc., Miami, FL. All rights reserved.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Recessional Hymn Forward Through the Ages

Forward through the Ages

Frederick Lusien Hosmer, 1905; atr,
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Heb. 11:1 Cor. 12
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2 Wide grows God's do - min - jon,  reign of love and peace;
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*Benediction
Benediction Response Bouma
May you hear laughter in the wind. May you see hope in the light.
May you find courage in your faith. May you know joy in your God.
Kabalevsky

Postlude Presto

Open & Affirming Statement
In our ongoing quest for hearts that open, minds that understand,
and lives that serve, we welcome into our fellowship, membership, leadership, and employment,
all people, regardless of abilities, race, gender, sexual orientation, or any God-given characteristic.



First Central Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
164 Years of Hearts that Open, Minds That Understand,
and Lives That Serve.

Fifty Year+ Members
*Janet Acker, 1970
Judy Blazek 1953
Margaret Frum 1960
Marjorie Goldsmith 1933
Dave Hamer 1958
Margaret Hole 1955
Lennie Jefferson 1967
Mark Jefferson 1951
Maralee Jensen 1955
Shirley Jensen 1962
Lou Lamberty 1968
Pat Lamberty 1968
Pat Lange 1969
Gary McConnell 1963
Kathy McConnell 1963
Joyce Mullins 1956
Susan O’Donnell 1955
Pete Peterson 1969
Jenny Pfeifer 1968
Sam Pfeifer 1968
Curt Ralston 1948
Irma Rosberg 1960
Bob Vassell 1952
Tracy Zaiss 1964

*Indicates new additions this year.



Announcements
May 3, 2020

Prayers: family of Linda Livingston, who died last week.

Chancel flowers and decorations: sponsored this month by friends and family of First
Central. Thanks to Bud Cassiday for the loan of his beautiful painting!

Happy Birthday this week: to Maddie Ferber, Gary Kiel, Krissy Straka, Carolyn
Gardner, Savannah Kirwan, and Grant Switzer.

Fifty Year Members: see insert
Fair Trade Coffee: sponsors this month are Jeannie Bates, John & Nancy Schalles.

FIRSTKids: 1 p.m. on Zoom. Kids through sixth grade.

Activities for the Coming Week, May4—-May 9
Lectionary Readings: Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14.

Monday: Staff meeting, 1:30 p.m., Pastor’s Study.
Wednesday: Bible study, 3 p.m. on Zoom
Pre-K, K Sunbeams, 6 p.m., on Zoom.
FirstYouth, 8 p.m. on Zoom

Sunday, May 10

Worship: 10:30 a.m. on YouTube
FIRSTKids: 1 p.m. on Zoom. Kids through sixth grade.

First Forum: 3 p.m. on Zoom. Biblical Israel, led by Deb Kirwan.

Want to donate electronically? Please scan the QR code.




