AN First Central
Congregational

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

October 4, 2020 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude Offering

Welcome and Announcements

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace
“The Peace of God be with you.”

In Unison: Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
* Let us rise in body or spirit.

Call to Worship
Creator God, we are here, together in hope.
With community and creation
With neighbors near and far
With those known and new
With people across geography and across time,
Together in hope. Let us worship.

*Processional Hymn God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

Rev. Katie Miller

Pete Peterson, liturgist



Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX 76129,

Words Copyright 1961; renewal by The Hymn Society,

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

565 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

Robert L. Edwards, 1961; alr.
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*Invocation
Holy and gracious God, let us be open to your presence among your people--
those gathered for worship and those throughout your creation.
May we receive you fully and respond to you wholeheartedly. Amen.

*Gloria Black Hymnal, No. 759

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One; as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Conversation with the Children

Gospel Lesson Matthew 21:33-46

For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God within us,
For the Word of God among us,
Thanks be to God.

Sermon Fruits of the Kingdom Rev. Dr. Scott Jones

Musical Interlude

*Prayer of Confession
God-made-flesh, bone of our bone, we confess that we think we can go it alone. We try to do it
all, neglecting the gifts you have given us and the relationships you created us for. Call us to
community. Remind us that in you we are one. Amen.

* Words of Assurance
You are the divine creation, and it is not right for you to be alone. You are forgiven and called
back into relationship with God and one another.

Prayers
Pastoral Prayer, Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,



and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory Katie Miller, soloist

*Hymn of Dedication LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit,
Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Offertory Prayer |
- Today we empty ourselves of selfish ambitions, believing that the common good is of greater
concern. We present ourselves in your service, in gratitude for all the blessings we have
received. We reach out with helping hands, because we care about all those you love. We give,
so that your work might be accomplished. Amen.

Celebration of the Sacrament of Communion
As grain that was scattered on the hillside was gathered together and made into one loaf, so
too, we, scattered at tables in our own homes, are bound together around Christ’s table and
become one. As grapes grown in the field are gathered together and pressed into wine, so too
are we drawn together and pressed by our times to share a common lot and are transformed
into Christ’s self-giving love for all.

God be with you.
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to God.
Give thanks to God.
It is right and good to give God thanks and praise.

Praise to you Divine Creator. Thank you for the gift of life, the beauty of nature, and your
steadfast loving kindness. Praise to you Divine Redeemer. Thank you for sharing our human
existence, from birth through death to everlasting life you have shown us a way worth
emulating, bringing healing and hope to those most in need. Praise to you Divine Sustainer.
Thank you for the vision to see beyond the immediate, a calm in the midst of storm, the
strength to build an ever expanding community and the courage to bring about any change
necessary within our lives. Today we join in communion with all the saints in every time and
age to sing your glory:
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Words of Institution and Invitation to the Table

The Bread and the Cup For the Fruit of All Creation

For the Fruit of All Creation 425

Fred Pratt Green, 1970
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In thejust re - ward of la-bor, God’s will  is done.

-3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be - to God.
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For God’s gifts to ev - ery na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in-her - it, thanks be to God.
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Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to  God.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving



*Recessional Hymn

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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Omer Westendorf, author of numerous hymns, compiler of

Tune: THE ASH GROVE 6.6.11.6.6.11.D.

Walch folk melody

Words Copyright 1964 by World Library Publications (A Div. of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.). All rights reserved.
Used by permission. Music Copyright 1972 Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy
Communion. Reprinted by permission of Augsberg Fortress. Descant Copyright 1993 The Pilgrim Press.




AL At WA Y ArANIAARR

R

n g - 1 - H a— T I lI "]
%‘ » e T s s )
1 1 i K L 1 )3 4 — 1 ¥ TF ]
1 ¥ 1 T e T
each tribe and race. With your grace you feed us, with
" ‘ ‘ e | ot | |
YA ) 1T 1 I In
v T 1 1 1 1 -
b 4 — | Y
» ) s 1
g ? j = ! { i
all who be - lieve. The seed of the teach-ing, re -
each tribe and race. With your grace you feed us, with
[T SRR [ i 1
b [suli] | it VT 1}
] { 1 i1 1.1 }
| i
A 8 pom— )
. 4 ; L i3 k) T 1 1 K T 1
a oy - T — » ; ; T T + i
x - i — Y 3 1 - 1 i Se— T 1 3
[remes——y
your  light now lead  us, 4 - nite us as one in this

cep - tive hearts reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for
your light now lead us, u - nite us as one in this
e -2 = e
2T el S =) | I | S - 1
¥ 1T | N} | ) )| 1
I I i J
‘9—‘&“‘"‘_—*—- T t T + {— Y r - 1 iy )
S e Lt = -t o
0) i * ==
life  that we  share. Then may all the liv - ing with praise and  thanks -
0 4 | | R N s NN B I e
' } H.‘i '_.[ ‘/J'l' T } ]I d‘ d 1 ) ] T 1 1] { i } — 1
b AN 1 1 T —
j s T =
)} — | ] |‘"
God and for all God’s gracedid in - vite us, and love shall u -

life that we share. Then may all the liv-ing with praise and thanks -

L S e e ! :
Tt ettt 1 - ! - o~ .
e ’ ! | i
s B I [— | Py -

e e e 1 e e 1
o = e e s R 1
[3) M T i 1

giv - ing give  hon - or to Christ and that name which we bear.
:ﬂ T — T T To——— ; T i T — g |
— ] i S— S R—"—— t f——t— D ——— q
1 ; . e m— i i 1 - i - 1
P % <+ f; =
nite us to work  for God’s realm and to an - swer the call
giv-ing give hon - or to Christ and that npame which we  bear.
(o e =z *—a—7
o T 1 Py T | ] 1 |
iy + T Tt » LI T 11 1 13




*Benediction

Benediction Response Bouma

May you hear laughter in the wind. May you see hope in the light.
May you find courage in your faith. May you know joy in your God.

Postlude Paen

Open & Affirming Statement
In our ongoing quest for hearts that open, minds that understand,
and lives that serve, we welcome into our fellowship, membership, leadership, and employment,
all people, regardless of abilities, race, gender, sexual orientation, or any God-given characteristic.



Announcements
October 4, 2020

Prayers: Pat Kessler, hospitalized at Bergan; Bud Cassiday, now at Madonna Rehab;
Jan Kensler, recovering from a fractured disc; Steve Dolezal, recovering from surgery.

Joys: Stop by today between 2 and 4 to wish John Austin a happy 80th birthday and
pick up a piece of cake to go. Mask required. 116 S. 51 Ave.

Chancel flowers and decorations: sponsored this month by Susy Westerholm.

Happy Birthday this week: to Terry Beranek, Sam Pfeifer, Alex Gross, Terry Diel, Brad
Milton, and Tara Obner. If you have a birthday that isn’t listed, that means it isn’t in the
church database. Please email or call the office to update your records.

Food Pantry: Donations will be accepted at church. Checks may be mailed to First
Central with “pantry” in the memo line.

Hymn Sing: 7 p.m., Zoom
FirstYouth: 8 p.m., Zoom.

Are you new: to our church family, and interested in learning more about us and the
membership process? Join us for an upcoming, online, version of Church Chat and
meet with church leaders and members who can answer any questions you might
have. Just email sara@firstcentral.org, and we’ll coordinate a meeting time!

Activities for the Coming Week, October 5 — October 10

Lectionary Readings: Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23; Isaiah 25:1-9;
Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14.

Monday: Staff meeting, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Adult Education, 5:45 p.m., Zoom
Choir, 7 p.m., Zoom
Vespers, 8 p.m. on FaceBook Live
Thursday: Evergreen Thrift Shop, 10 a.m. -2 p.m.
Saturday: Evergreen Thrift Shop, 10 a.m. — 1 p.m.

Sunday, October 11
Worship: 10:30 a.m. on YouTube, or in-person!

FirstYouth: 8 p.m., Zoom




