
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advent Theme: [Un]Expected 
 

December 19, 2021     Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  
Prelude          Mary’s Boy Child               

arranged by Kelly Beaman 
     Please respect those who wish to sit in silence. 

    

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Katie Miller 
 

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace       
 

“The Peace of God be with you.” 
In Unison:  Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

 * Let us rise in body or spirit. 
 

Call to Advent  Barb Burritt  
Before the majesty of God, we gather in quiet anticipation. 
This is where we belong; here we are warmly welcomed. 
This day we feel God present with us. 
Surely God will show us new ways to live. 
We come with expectations, 
Awaiting the unexpected. 

 

*Processional Hymn         O How Shall I Receive You         Black Hymnal, No. 102 
ST. THEODULPH 

 



 
 

 

 



*Invocation 
Let your face shine upon us, wondrous God.  Break through the obstacles that prevent 
us from seeing your way.  Remove the barriers that hold us back from experiencing 
the rich embrace of your love.  Lift us up from the despair that keeps us from 
delighting in your gifts.  Speak to us here and transform us.  Amen. 

  
*Gloria  Black Hymnal, chorus of No. 125  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Conversation with the Children 
 

Special Recognition  
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  Desiree, Mark, and Coco Phillips   

The world is not as it should be. 
You dreamed something different—justice, peace, love. 
We come carrying fears and griefs. 
We come to Advent with expectations. 
But we’ve learned to be ready for the Unexpected. 
You inspire us to dream of everything transformed. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
As we wait in eager anticipation, we light these candles today as signs of all we hope 
and dream for. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

Gospel Lesson   Luke 1:39-55, pew Bible pages 53-54 
 

Anthem      The Virgin Mary Had A Baby Boy Bouma 
 

First Testament Lesson  Micah 5:2-5a, pew Bible page 815 
 

Sermon                                 In Labor Dr. Rev. Scott Jones 
 

*Hymn                       Once in Royal David’s City Black Hymnal, No. 145 
    IRBY 



 
 

 

 



*Confession Dr. Rev. Jim Harmon 

Gracious God, you have witnessed our poor choices and our destructive habits.  We’ve 
been self-serving and ignored our responsibilities.  Hear our cries for repentance and 
transform us.  Let us experience the joy and wonder of your forgiveness.  Teach us to 
hope and dream again.  Amen. 

  
*Assurance 

Good news!  God is working even now to care for us.  We are loved; we are forgiven; we 
are claimed by God’s grace.  We look forward with excitement to what will be born anew 
in us this year. 

 

Prayers 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Offertory                           Christian Friends Rejoice Beaman 

 

*Hymn of Dedication                                                         VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below.  Praise 
Holy Spirit evermore.  Praise Triune God whom we adore.  Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

*Offertory Prayer 
Thank you God for your mercy and protection.  We feel secure and loved.  And so, in 
gratitude, we offer these gifts and reach out in generosity towards others.  We 
dedicate ourselves to your work, that all the world might be transformed.  Amen. 

 

*Recessional Hymn   It Came Upon The Midnight Clear       Black Hymnal, No. 131 
CAROL 



 

 
 



*Benediction  

 
Benediction Response                                                          Bouma 

 Oh Come to Us, Abide with us, Our Lord, Emmanuel. 

 
Postlude Joy to the World                   Beaman 

 
You are invited to remain for the playing of the postlude. 

Please respect those who wish to sit in silence. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open & Affirming Statement 
In our ongoing quest for hearts that open, minds that understand, 

and lives that serve, we welcome into our fellowship, membership, leadership, and 
employment, all people, regardless of abilities, race, gender, sexual orientation, or any God-

given characteristic. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
December 19, 2021 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday this week: Mark Jensen, Bud Cassiday, Mary Gryva, Hadley Rudd, Erin Bock, Leigh 
Gustafson, and Katie Sharp.  
 
Thank You: To our fabulous Jazz Ensemble, Allison Beaman, Justin Lowndes, Bethany Lowndes, 
Kerrie Kleppin-Winn, and Stephen Bouma.  
 
Chancel flowers and decorations: Donors this month are Friends & Family of FCC. 

 
Fair Trade Coffee:  Sponsored this month by Janet Kuehl.  

 
FirstKids: Fireside Room following the Conversation with the Children. Masks required. 
 
 

Want to donate electronically? Please scan the QR code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities for the Coming Week 
December 19-25 

 

Lectionary Readings: 1 Sam 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52  
 

Monday: Staff meeting, 1:30 p.m., Pastor’s Study. 
 
Tuesday: Blue Christmas Vespers, 8 p.m., Facebook Live 

 
Wednesday: Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
  Sanctuary Choir, 7 p.m. 
 
Thursday: Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Friday:  Church Offices Closed 
  Candlelight Christmas Eve Services, 6 p.m. & 11 p.m. 
   
Saturday: Joy to the world! Merry Christmas!  
   

 
 

Sunday, December 26 
 

 
Worship:  10:30 a.m. on Facebook Live, YouTube, or in person. Masks required. 
 

 
 
 
 

The church calendar is also available at www.firstcentral.org 
Like us on Facebook.  Follow us on Twitter. Watch us on YouTube. 

 

http://www.firstcentral.org/

