Epiphany Theme: Arise, Shine!
January 16, 2022
Prelude

Second Sunday After Epiphany
In Paradisum
Please respect those who wish to sit in silence.

Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Katie Miller

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace
“The Peace of God be with you.”
In Unison: Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
* Let us rise in body or spirit.

Call to Worship

Cathy Roller

Gather together, for God is calling.
We are here to listen.
The voice of God is full of majesty.
God calls us by name.
God reaches out to strengthen us.
God brings us through chaos to the place of peace.
Give glory and honor to God.
We worship together in wonder, awe, and joy.

*Processional Hymn

Crashing Waters at Creation

Black Hymnal, No. 326
STUTTGART

*Invocation
Touch us today, Holy God. Help us to recall the power of our baptism and reconfirm our
commitment to Jesus Christ. Name us again as your people: precious, gifted, created to glorify
you. Deliver us, vindicate us, save us from our enemies. Lead us into fullness of life and peace
with ourselves and one another. Amen.

*Gloria

Black Hymnal, No. 759

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One; as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Conversation with the Children
Gospel Lesson
Psalter

Matthew 3:1-6, 11-17, pew Bible pages 2-3
Psalm 18:2-11

The ROCK WHO GAVE US BIRTH is my rock,
and my fortress, and my deliverer,
my God, my rock in whom I take refuge,
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
I call upon the HOLY ONE, may she be praised,
and from my enemies I shall be saved.
The snares of death encompassed me;
the rivers of wickedness assailed me.
The snares of Sheol encircled me;
the snares of death confronted me.
In my distress I called upon SHE WHO HEARS;

to my God I cried for help.
From her temple she heard my voice,
and my cry came before her, to her ears.
Then the earth shuddered and quaked;
the foundations also of the mountains trembled
and were shaken because of her anger.
Smoke went up from her nostrils,
and consuming fire from her mouth;
burning coals blazed forth from her.
(Continued on next page…)
She spread out the heavens, and descended;
thick darkness was under her feet.
She mounted up on a cherub, and flew;
she soared upon the wings of the wind.
She made darkness her veil around her,
her canopy dark waters and thick clouds.

Anthem
Scripture Lessons

O Lord Our Governor

Marcello

Isaiah 62:1-7; 2 Corinthians 6:2-10, pew Bible pages 651, 171

Sermon

Your Vindication

*Hymn

When Peace, Like a River

Dr. Rev. Scott Jones
Black Hymnal, No. 438
VILLE DU HAVRE

*Confession

Dr. Rev. Jim Harmon

We confess sometimes we retreat to safe places where we hope to avoid challenges and
uncertainty. When we shrink from risks, we miss much that enriches life. Free us, we pray,
for daring service. Let your Spirit shine through us. Amen.

*Assurance
God has redeemed us, claimed us, and called us by name. We are precious in God’s site. Surely
God strengthens us in times of difficulty. God blesses us with a peace that is more powerful than
any outward circumstances.

Prayers
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory
*Hymn of Dedication

Song of Peace
LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit,
Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Offertory

Prayer

For all we have inherited from your hand, for making us in your own image, for the gift of new
life in Jesus Christ, we give you thanks, loving God. We pour out our gratitude and give our
best, that this world may become a place where your light shines. Amen.

Congregational Reaffirmation of Our Baptismal Covenant
(see insert)

Congregational Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant
Introduction
Profession of Faith
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s holy Church
and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world?
If so, say, “We will.”
We will.

Let us join in professing the Christian faith.

Let us join in professing our covenant with one another.

Thanksgiving Over the Water
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Eternal Creator:
When nothing existed but chaos,
you swept across the dark waters and brought forth light.
After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow.
When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt,
you led them to freedom through the sea.
Their children you brought through the Jordan River to the land which you promised.
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God’s mercy each day.
In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by
John and anointed by your Spirit.
He called disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of
all nations.
Declare God’s works to the nations, God’s glory among all people.
Pour out your Holy Spirit,
and by this gift of water call to our remembrance the grace declared to us in our baptism.
For you have washed away our sin,
and you clothe us with righteousness throughout our lives,
that dying and rising with Christ
we may share in his final victory.
All praise to you, our Mother and Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns for ever. Amen.
Remember your baptism and be thankful.
The Holy Spirit work within you, that having been born through water and the Spirit, you may
live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Thanksgiving
Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of our covenant God.
We give thanks for all that God has already given us. As members of the Body of Christ and in
this congregation, we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers,
our presence, our gifts, and our service, continuing to grow as a Christian through prayer,
study, reflection, and worship, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish and strengthen you by
the power of the Holy Spirit, that you may live in grace and peace.

*Recessional Hymn

Now Is the Time Approaching Black Hymnal, No. 609
WEBB

*Benediction
Benediction Response

Bouma

May you hear laughter in the wind. May you see hope in the light.
May you find courage in your faith. May you know joy in your God.

Postlude

Ratis Bon

Open & Affirming Statement
In our ongoing quest for hearts that open, minds that understand,
and lives that serve, we welcome into our fellowship, membership, leadership, and
employment, all people, regardless of abilities, race, gender, sexual orientation, or any Godgiven characteristic.

Announcements
January 16, 2022

Happy Birthday this week: Leanne Gonzalez, Dave Hamer, Lou Lamberty, Parker
Schwerdtfeger, Diane Dimon, Desiree Steffen, Robert Vassell, and John Pfeifer.
Coffee Hour: Due to the rise of COVID-19 cases in Douglas County, there will be no coffee
hour following worship for the remainder of the month of January.
Chancel Flowers and Decorations: We are in need of chancel flower donors for the month of
January. Consider stopping by the parlor after worship to sign up for this month or upcoming
months!
FirstKids: Fireside Room following the Conversation with the Children. Masks required.
Want to donate electronically? Please scan the QR code.

Activities for the Coming Week
January 16-22
Lectionary Readings: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19, I Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke
4:14-21
Monday:

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Church Offices Closed

Wednesday: Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir, 7 p.m.
Thursday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Friday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Saturday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Sunday, January 16
Worship: 10:30 a.m. on Facebook Live, YouTube, or in person. Masks required.

The church calendar is also available at www.firstcentral.org
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter. Watch us on YouTube.

