August 7, 2022

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

Prelude

Prelude
Lisa Lybeck, Guest Organist

J.S. Bach

Please respect those who wish to sit in silence.

Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Dr. Jim Harmon

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace
“The Peace of God be with you.”
In Unison: Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
* Let us rise in body or spirit.

Call to Worship

Cathy Roller
People of God, look about and see the faces of those we know and love: neighbors and
friends, sisters and brothers, a community of kindred hearts.
People of God, look about and see the faces of those we hardly know: strangers,
sojourners, forgotten friends, the ones who need an outstretched hand.
People of God, look about and see all the images of God assembled here. In me, in you, in
each of us, God’s spirit shines for all to see.
People of God, come. Let us worship together.

*Processional Hymn

Rejoice, You Pure in Heart

Black Hymnal, No. 55
CHRISTPRAISE RAY

*Invocation
Loving God, too often we play hide and seek with you. We know you are always ready
to receive us, but we are not as ready to open ourselves to your abiding presence.
Ready or not, here we come, bounding into your presence, enlivened by your own spirit,
rushing energy through all our veins. Ready or not, here we come, knowing all too well
that we are the ones who hide ourselves from you. You are the seeking one, you are the
God who finds our lost hearts. Ready or not, here we come, some of us struggling to
quiet ourselves, some of us trying hard to get excited. Stir in us all a spirit of expectation
and a love of surprises. Gather us together: your children, one and all, ready to laugh,
ready to cry, ready to sing, ready to love and be loved. Ready or not, God, here we
come!

*Gloria

Black Hymnal, No. 759
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen. Amen.

Conversation with the Children
Gospel Lesson

Luke 15:11-32
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
*Hymn

Lost and Found
Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Pew Bible, pages 73-74

Rev. Dr. Jim Harmon
Black Hymnal, No. 472
PRECIOUS LORD

*Confession
Gracious God, you have created a world of abundance and flourishing. Every resource,
every gift, every product originates from the generosity of your creation and the
creativity you have bestowed upon us. Forgive us for misuse and overuse of your gifts.
Reveal our miserly attitudes toward the plentiful trove of resources you have entrusted
to our care. Sow generosity in us, reveal abundance to us, and enable flourishing
through us. Amen.

*Assurance
Every good and perfect gift comes from above. Grace is such a gift; mercy is another.
Transformation and new life descend freely from the Most High to all who would receive
it. Receive the assurance of God’s grace and compassion as precious treasure made
available to all.

Prayers

Rev. Charlene Wozny

Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Offertory
*Hymn of Dedication

Air

J.S. Bach
LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Offertory Prayer
Generous One, receive the gifts we bring as we return a portion of your treasure to the
use of your kingdom. May your will be manifested and your creation restored through
sharing these offerings. Amen.

Celebration of the Sacrament of Communion
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks and praise to God.
In the beginning, God danced through the universe, bringing light to the darkness, form to the
void, and separating the water into earth and sky. God blessed the world with love and joy.
But, despite all of God’s attempts to save humanity from themselves, peace and harmony
seemed out of reach for God’s people. Never giving up, God became human. Born into
humble beginnings, God, through Jesus, experienced the fullness of earthly life-- the glory of a
sunset, the relief of laughter, the deep sorrow of loss, and the frustration of being
misunderstood. Jesus told stories of compassion, forgiveness, and justice. Jesus loved his
enemies, ate with sinners, and healed minds, bodies, and souls. By his example, we now live,
in communion with one another. Today we join with all people on earth and all the company
of heaven to praise God’s holy name:

Holy, holy, holy… (See the Sanctus inside back cover of Black Hymnal.)
Words of Institution and Invitation to the Table

Gluten-free bread is served.

The Bread and the Cup Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread Black Hymnal, No. 342
ST FLAVIAN

Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Recessional Hymn

When Peace, Like a River

Black Hymnal, No. 438
VILLE DU HAVRE

*Benediction
Benediction Response
May you hear laughter in the wind. May you see hope in the light.
May you find courage in your faith. May you know joy in your God.

Postlude

Prelude & Fugue in C-Minor

J.S. Bach

Announcements
August 7, 2022
Prayers: We pray for the friends and family of Bob Vassell, who passed away unexpectedly on July 28.
Per Bob’s wishes, memorial donations may be made to the John Neihardt Center in Bancroft, NE, or
to First Central Congregational Church.
Joys: Congratulations to Zigang Chen, son of Sophie Feng, who recently graduated with an MBA from
Bowling Green State University! We also celebrate Jennifer Forbes-Baily: August 3rd marked the 37th
anniversary of her initial cancer surgery!
Happy Birthday this week: James Beard, Amy Druliner, Barb Switzer, Nancy Dugan, Vickie Jones,
Bob Aarvig, and Lennie Jefferson.
Fair Trade Coffee: Thank you to the Switzers and the Beraneks for sponsoring Fair Trade Coffee for
the month of July!
Chancel Flowers and Decorations: Flowers and decorations are sponsored this month by Sara Sharpe
and the Beraneks!
Education Ministry Needs Your Help: On Saturday, August 13th we need help to help move furniture,
library books, art supplies, etc. from the first floor to the third floor. There will also be a dumpster
provided for anything we find along the way that should go away. Please contact Sandy Lee, Susan
Dolezal or Katie Foster if you can help out. There is also a sign-up sheet in the parlor. We will begin
at 8:00 a.m. and work until we finish.
Information/Organizing Meeting for Blackstone Neighborhood Tour: We will meet August 14th after
church in Memorial Hall. The Blackstone Neighborhood Tour is scheduled for October 8th and 9th, and
First Central is a stop on the tour. If you are interested in helping research some areas of the church
for this event please come! For questions contact Susan Dolezal.
Homecoming & Ministry Fair: Mark your calendars! Homecoming will be held following worship on
August 28! We have brats and burgers covered, but we are asking that last names A-M bring side
dishes, N-Z bring dessert. We will also need help setting up and tearing down the event – if you’d like
to help, please contact Chris Steffen. Along with Homecoming, we will have a Ministry Fair, where
each Ministry will have tables, games, and opportunities to sign up for teams and other ways to get
involved!

Activities for the Coming Week
August 7 – August 13
Lectionary Readings: Isaiah 5:1-1, Jeremiah 23:23-29, Hebrews 12:18-29, Luke 12:49-56
Monday:

Staff Meeting, 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday:

Council, 5:30

Wednesday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Thursday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Friday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Saturday:

Education Ministry Clean-Up, 8 a.m.
Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Sunday, August 14
Worship: 10:30 a.m. on Facebook Live, YouTube, or in person.
First Forum: The Women Who Built Omaha: Omaha’s first female tycoon will probably never make
the local Business Hall of Fame because she made her fortune in the world’s oldest profession. But
Anna Wilson, Omaha’s most famous madam, invested her profits from her downtown brothel in real
estate then left them to charity. She’s one of many women leaders profiled in The Women Who Built
Omaha a Bold and Remarkable History by Eileen Wirth, a retired Creighton journalism professor. The
book describes how Omaha’s women not only founded or co-founded top businesses like Nebraska
Furniture Mart (Rose Blumkin) and Mutual of Omaha (Mabel Criss) but how wealthy widows
invested their money in starting signature local institutions such as Creighton University and Joslyn
Art Museum.
The church calendar is also available at www.firstcentral.org
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter. Watch us on YouTube.
Want to donate electronically? Please scan the QR code.

