
 
 
 
 
 

 

August 14, 2022                                    Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 
Prelude                              Aberystwyth                  

Please respect those who wish to sit in silence. 
 

Welcome and Announcements       Rev. Katie Miller 
 

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace      
 

         “The Peace of God be with you.” 
In Unison:  Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

 * Let us rise in body or spirit.  
  

 

Call to Worship    John Austin   
In a world uprooted at every turn, come beloved of God for replanting. 
Our hope and weariness are mixed together, yet we come, trusting ancient promises. 
The Holy One who led the people out of Egypt, yearns to lead us, too. 
God will not rest until all are re-rooted, restored, and renewed for rejoicing. 
Let us be joined to God’s song of justice, bearing beauty into the life of the world. 
May our lives be formed for faithfulness by the One who is always faithful. 

 

*Processional Hymn      For the Faithful Who Have Answered BEECHER 
For the faithful who have answered when they heard your call to serve 

For the many ways you lead them, testing will and stretching nerve, 
For their work and for their witness as they strove against the odds, 
For their courage and obedience, we give thanks and praise, O God. 
 
Many minds have glimpsed the promise; many hearts have yearned to see; 
Many souls have heard you calling us to greater liberty. 
Some have fallen in the struggle; others still are pressing on.  
You are not ashamed to own us, we give thanks and praise, O God. 
 
For this cloud of faithful witness, for the common life we share, 



For the work of peace and justice, for the gospel that we bear, 
For the vision that our homeland is your love – deep, high, and broad –  
For the different roads we travel, we give thanks and praise, O God.  

 
 

*Invocation    
Loving and Gracious God, form a new song of soul within us. Take every fragment of our 
lives and fashion a new creation. Plant us deep in the soil of Your love, that your living 
water might rise in us, forming a fruit of possibility unimaginable on our own. Grant us 
grace to trust your promised presence already meeting us here, now, and always. By 
this, gift us with a new strength of heart for whatever Your love demands. Amen. 
 

*Gloria    Black Hymnal, No. 759 
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen.  Amen. 

 
Conversation with the Children 
 
Epistle Lesson                        Galatians 3:23-29 Pew Bible, page 178 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Word in Song                              I Attempt Purcell 
                                                                  Matt Kielian, Tenor 
 
Sermon                                        All About Paul Rev. Katie Miller 
 
*Hymn                   Touch the Earth Lightly  Black Hymnal, No. 569 
   TENDERNESS 
 



 
 
 
 



*Confession                
Gardener God, You plant us in a gifted place, but often we return sour grapes. In the midst 
of Your abundance, we complain of not having enough or being enough. Your call “to give 
justice to the weak and the orphan; to maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute” 
is easily overlooked or ignored. We are uprooted by our own inaction, selfishness, and 
fear. Re-root our hearts, our minds, and our lives in the soil of Your forgiving love. Bear 
up in us a boldness to sing a song strange to the world but known by You. Let it be the 
song of shalom, the chorus of Christ-love, a hallelujah rising as the world is mended by 
our consent to You. Yes, plant this anew in us today. 

 
*Assurance 

Hear this good word. God can never cease to be love. God has no joy in plants uprooted 
or journeys detoured by distraction. The ancient promise of God proclaimed again and 
again throughout history still rings true. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, 
made known to us in Christ Jesus. God forgives you and is already planting you anew. This 
is the good news and you can trust it with your life. Thanks be to God! 
 

Prayers               Rev. Katie Miller Pastoral 
Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Offertory                                  Questo Amor                           

  
*Hymn of Dedication                                                      LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  
Alleluia!  Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
*Offertory Prayer 

We thank you, Loving God, that sourness gives way to sweetness when we answer Your 
call to be generous. Multiply these gifts and Your spirit in us, that the world may know 
your life-giving will and way. 

 



*Recessional Hymn    For the Healing of the Nations Black Hymnal, No.576 
   WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
 

 



*Benediction 
 
Benediction Response 

May you hear laughter in the wind. May you see hope in the light. 
 May you find courage in your faith.  May you know joy in your God. 
 
Postlude                                     Ich Danke Dir                         J.S. Bach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Announcements 
August 14, 2022 

 
Prayers: We pray for Deb Welk’s mother Dorthea, recently hospitalized. We pray for Barb 
MacNaughton, recently hospitalized. We pray for Irma Rosberg, in declining health.  
 
Joys: We cheer for Judy Blazek, recently discharged from physical rehabilitation for a broken arm! 
 
Happy Birthday this week: Ramires Ajang, Ashley Girvan, Nita Richards, Sue Arkfeld, Shelley Kiel, 
Jared Dimon, Don Ferber, Patton Grams, Deborah Derrick, and Celia Horobik! 
 
Fair Trade Coffee: Thank you to the Switzers and the Beraneks for sponsoring Fair Trade Coffee for the 
month of August! 
 
Chancel Flowers and Decorations: Flowers and decorations are sponsored this month by Sara Sharpe 
and the Beraneks!   
 
Information/Organizing Meeting for Blackstone Neighborhood Tour: Following worship TODAY in 
Memorial Hall! The Blackstone Neighborhood Tour is scheduled for October 8th and 9th, and First Central 
is a stop on the tour. If you are interested in helping research some areas of the church for this event 
please come!  For questions contact Susan Dolezal.  
 
Homecoming & Ministry Fair: Mark your calendars! Homecoming will be held following worship on 
August 28! We have brats and burgers covered, but we are asking that last names A-M bring side dishes, 
N-Z bring dessert. We will also need help setting up and tearing down the event – if you’d like to help, 
please contact Chris Steffen. Along with Homecoming, we will have a Ministry Fair, where each Ministry 
will have tables, games, and opportunities to sign up for teams and other ways to get involved! 
 
New Choir Season: A new season is coming! The Sanctuary Choir will be resuming regular rehearsals 
and Sunday singing, beginning Wednesday, August 24th at 7 PM in the choir room in the church 
basement by the offices. This is a highly welcoming and fun group of people with whom to work and 
sing.  There will also be a choir potluck dinner party on Friday August 20th, location TBA. The more 
the merrier. All are welcome. 
 
Arts Team Regathering: After the pandemic hiatus, the Arts Team needs more members and ideas. 
The Arts Team plans art shows and other arts activities. To help bring art back to FCC, sign up at 
Homecoming on August 28! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activities for the Coming Week 
August 14 – August 20 

Lectionary Readings: Jeremiah 1:4-10, Isaiah 58:9b-14, Hebrews 12:18-29, Luke 13:10-17 
 

Monday: Staff Meeting, 11:30 a.m. 
 
Wednesday: Evergreen Thrift Shop, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Thursday: Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Friday:  Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Saturday: Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 

Sunday, August 20 
 
Worship:  10:30 a.m. on Facebook Live, YouTube, or in person. 
 
First Forum: Biblical Research with Sarah Malena: Sarah Malena, Assistant Professor of History at St. 
Mary’s College of Maryland, and daughter of longtime First Central member Daryl Malena, is an 
ancient historian and archaeologist who specializes in the cultures of the eastern Mediterranean, with 
fieldwork experience in Jordan and Israel. She will present new findings from her research.  
 

 
The church calendar is also available at www.firstcentral.org 

Like us on Facebook.  Follow us on Twitter. Watch us on YouTube. 
Want to donate electronically? Please scan the QR code. 

 
 

 


