Advent Theme: It’s A Wonder-filled Life
November 27, 2022
Prelude

First Sunday of Advent
Picardy

Please respect those who wish to sit in silence.

Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Katie Miller

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace
“The Peace of God be with you.”
In Unison: Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
* Let us rise in body or spirit.

Call to Advent

The Gonzalez Family

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Giver of hope!”
We come today with eager expectation.
Our feet are standing within God’s gates.
Come, let us go up to the mountain
that the Giver may teach us the way of peace.
We come today with holy expectation.
Our hands are lifted with grateful praise.
We gather at the edge of the throne of justice.
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

*Processional Hymn

Now Bless the God of Israel

Black Hymnal, No. 110
FOREST GREEN

*Invocation
God of the faith that the bleak past taught us,
God of the hope that the present has brought us,
We call on you in this hour of worship.
We know that you need no invocation for you are already and always with us—
Emmanuel, even before the child was born.
We open our hearts to receive your gifts,
For you are the Giver of hope, the Giver of peace,
The Giver of joy, the Giver love.
Make your presence known as we make ourselves available to you.
Amen.

*Gloria

Black Hymnal, No. 759
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen. Amen.

Conversation with the Children
Lighting of the Advent Candle

The Gonzalez Family

Advent is a journey of preparation. Whether God feels near or far to you; whether faith
feels like a gift or a struggle; welcome to this journey.
Let’s watch, let’s rest, let’s make time to be filled with wonder.
Many things have tried to overwhelm us: division, oppression, sickness, poverty and war.
We need to be surprised by the Spirit this season.
Today is a first step in turning toward God with expectation and wonder.
This morning we light the first candle. The start of a new, yet familiar, journey, and itself a
bold proclamation:
Though all predictions seem dire, we light a candle in the shadows, trusting it will
magnify God’s hope in the world.

Anthem

I Wonder As I Wander

Gospel Lesson

Luke 21:25-36
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

I Wonder…

arr. Bouma
Pew Bible, page 80

Rev. Katie Miller

*Hymn

Watcher, Tell Us of the Night

Black Hymnal, No. 103
ABERSTWYTH

*Confession

Rev. Katie Miller
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for peace,
attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, despair and
uncertainty.
In a world full of hopelessness,
We have sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God.
Consumed by the chaos of the world,
We lean into helplessness instead of your loving embrace.
We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods
Felt in days when unborn hope had died;
We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a future.
Help us remember, dear God.
Remind us of that hope you assured us of.
Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting.

*Assurance
Let us know that God gives us unmerited hope for a future, peace like a river, joy
everlasting, and love. No misstep can separate us from the gifts of God. Amen.

Prayers
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Neighbors in Need
Offertory
*Hymn of Dedication

Barbara Switzer
What Child Is This?
Virgil Lowndes
LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Offertory Prayer
For the wondrous ways this offering will bless this community,
And for the ways it’ll help us live out God’s mission,
We dedicate these gifts.
Let these gifts strengthen our call to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly.

*Recessional Hymn

O How Shall I Receive You

Black Hymnal, No. 102
ST THEODULPH

*Benediction
Benediction Response
May you hear laughter in the wind. May you see hope in the light.
May you find courage in your faith. May you know joy in your God.

Postlude

Tarantella

Glinka

Announcements
November 27, 2022
Prayers: We pray for Jenny Pfeifer, recently hospitalized with COVID.
Happy Birthday this week: Martin Blount, Dena Higginbotham, Elena Staffend, Luci Quenaud, Tom
Blount, and Emma Ferber!
Fair Trade Coffee: Thank you the Grossenstein family for donating coffee for the month of November!
Chancel Flowers and Decorations: Flowers and decorations are sponsored this month by Susan and
Steve Dolezal.
Church Photo Directory: We have a few more picture slots open on December 29! In-person
registration will begin following worship today in the parlor. We may be eligible for a third day of photos.
Another option is to submit your own photo, though this option will cost $15 per family. Call Katie
Foster in the office for more info!
Family Night This Week: Wednesday night activities are happening this Wednesday, November 30.
No Family Night the following week, December 7.
Advent Workshop: Join us for food, fellowship and CRAFTS at this year’s Advent Craft Workshop,
which will take place following worship on Sunday, December 4th. For more information or to
volunteer, please contact Susan Dolezal, Sandy Lee, or Nancy Schalles.
Women’s Retreat: Women’s Retreat will again be going to the St. Benedict Center in Schuyler,
Nebraska. January 20-22, 2023. Cost is usually around $125 for the weekend, but final cost will not
be known until after the retreat. Reservations due by December 31 at the latest. Please call or email
Sara Sharpe with any questions or to reserve a spot. 402-639-4276, or frostsharpe@cox.net.
Pine Ridge Donations: We are taking donations of winter coats, all sizes, as well as hats, scarves,
mittens, and blankets, to be sent to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. Donations will be
collected through December.

Activities for the Coming Week
November 27 – December 3
Lectionary Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12
Tuesday:

Staff Meeting, 9 a.m.

Wednesday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Family Night, 5:30 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir, 7 p.m.

Thursday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Friday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Saturday:

Evergreen Thrift Shop 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Sunday, December 4
Worship: 10:30 a.m. on Facebook Live, YouTube, or in person.
Advent Craft Workshop: Stick around after worship for our annual Advent Craft Workshop!
The church calendar is also available at www.firstcentral.org
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter. Watch us on YouTube.
Want to donate electronically? Please scan the QR code.

